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Learning Objectives: 

Upon completion of this session, participant will be 
able to:

• Identify what a Harvest is
• Know how to do a Harvest
• Verbalize how to clean up your data prior to 

submission

 



What is a Harvest and 
What Do I Need to 
Know About It?

Harvest is a term that we use for data 
submission. It is important to know:
• How many Harvest the ACSD has per year
• When the Harvest due dates are
• Which Harvest are Star Rating Harvests
• How to opt out of a Harvest
• How to do a Harvest



Term  
• Identifies which Harvest
• ACSD has 4 per year

Harvest Submission Window Close 
• Date the submission is due
• Submission closes at 11:59 EST on that date

Opt-Out Date 
• Last date you can Opt-Out of submission

Includes Procedures Performed Through 
• Identifies surgery dates of procedures that need 

to be submitted 

Report Posting  
• This is when the National Report is expected to be 

available

Comments
• Indicates which Harvest are Star Rating



Now let’s focus on 
the continuous 
open data 
submission – What 
does that mean?



Continuous Open Data Submission (Harvest)
• This means you can submit data anytime up until the Harvest due date and time. 
• Harvest closes on 11:59 EST on the date listed.

Submit when it is convenient to you
• Easier to work around your work schedule, 

vacations, holidays, etc.

Submit earlier and more frequently
• Avoids last minute surprises / problems
• Fast feedback

Submit smaller batches of data
• Allows you to focus on problem areas
• Clean up data in smaller batches

Advantages of a Continuous Open Data Submission (Harvest)



What Does it mean to Opt-Out?

Why Would I Opt-Out
The main reason for a site choosing to opt-out is because the data in the system doesn’t 
reflect their site. This is usually because they realize they have been entering something 
incorrectly or they are too far behind and have a lot of data that has not been entered 
yet.

• Telling the Data Warehouse not to use your data for this submission (harvest) period
• All data submitted during this submission window will be dropped
• Analysis will revert to what it was at  last submission
• By opting out the site acknowledges that they will not be included in analysis and 

not receive risk adjusted results for this harvest period.



If you choose to Opt-Out, you can access the Opt-Out forms in IQVIA 
or on the STS Website

In the Opt-Out Form you will have to acknowledge that your data will be excluded from the current harvest period



Now Let’s Discuss How to 
Do a Harvest



Educate yourself on how to do the Harvest 
• Watch educational videos and know your resources

Collaborate with your Vendor to know how to create a 
Harvest Upload file

Make sure your Harvest file includes all necessary 
information on each case submitted:
• Participant ID
• Surgeon NPI
• Hospital NPI
• Primary Anesthesiologist NPI if applicable

Clean up your DQR and Missing Variable Report

Do all the above before 1159 pm EST on the date of 
Harvest close!



These videos are on the STS Website under ‘For Data Manager’ Tab



STS National Database Website

IQVIA Access



Once you are in IQVIA there are many other resources available 



There is also a video on the STS 
YouTube site that reviews end of 
harvest data clean-up

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhjyViiD5A
Q&list=PL1hqaVNnwZpWVqNYEpX6x103faLu4bD
-H&index=17&pp=iAQB

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhjyViiD5AQ&list=PL1hqaVNnwZpWVqNYEpX6x103faLu4bD-H&index=17&pp=iAQB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhjyViiD5AQ&list=PL1hqaVNnwZpWVqNYEpX6x103faLu4bD-H&index=17&pp=iAQB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhjyViiD5AQ&list=PL1hqaVNnwZpWVqNYEpX6x103faLu4bD-H&index=17&pp=iAQB


Harvest Upload File

• If you work with a Vendor, 
please collaborate with them as to 
how to generate a file for Upload 
to the IQVIA Platform

• For Direct data Entry (DDE), the 
record will be considered for 
analysis if the record is complete 
and saved in the DDE form



Make sure your Harvest file includes all necessary 
information on each record submitted:
• Participant ID
• Surgeon NPI
• Hospital NPI
• Primary Anesthesiologist NPI if applicable

Missing Surgeon, Hospital or Anesthesiologist NPI or Participant ID will cause 
critical errors, and the record will be rejected

HospNPI and SurgNPI needs to be specified on every record and those values 
need to match what we have on record for that participant.  If the values don’t 
match, then the RECORD is rejected.



https://npiregistry.cms.hhs.gov/search

https://npiregistry.cms.hhs.gov/search






Uploader History Report Section After a user performs an upload, the status 
(Failed/Success) of that upload will be automatically displayed under the uploader 
interface termed as the "upload history report". The upload history section will also 
display respective upload entries regarding past file uploads. 







IQVIA resources available 





These used to be called 
‘consistency’ errors

Errors



Warnings



After you have 
completed your data 
upload, next move on 
to data clean-up



What is the difference between the Data Quality Report (DQR) and the Harvest 
Summary Report?

• They are essentially the same with one exception

• The difference is that if you have a critical error when 
you submit your data, you won’t be able to run the 
Harvest Summary Report because the critical error will 
prevent the data from being uploaded to the Harvest 
Summary Report.

• The Harvest Summary Report only shows errors and 
warnings.



If you have a Critical Error, click View Reports to view 
your DQR to address the critical errors



If you have no critical errors, then you can view your DQR or Harvest 
Summary Report using one of 2 methods





You can also export and maximize 
visualization by right clicking on the report



Once you have maximized visualization you can see all the rows for the selected file

Navigation tools 



If you want to view the DCF, click on 
the ‘Access Case’ link.

• Direct Data Entry Users will be able to update and 
save the record. 
• Uploader Users will can view (read-only) the record 
only. If updates are required, the user will have to 
access their software vendor system to make the 
changes and export the new file with the changes and 
upload to the STS Database to apply the change(s).













Community Page The Community Page dates will update to the 
next harvest once the current harvest closes



Community Page

Must have less than 2% 
missing/unknown for mortality 
fields for each calendar year in 
the time period.

If the percentage is 2%  or 
higher, you will not receive a 
star rating. 



Community Page

Isolated CABG Only

Participants will be excluded from analysis if 
they had more than 5% missing data on any of 
the following process measures: 
• IMA Usage
• Preoperative beta blockade therapy
• Discharge beta blockade therapy
• Discharge anti-platelet medications  
• Discharge anti-lipid medication

The complete metric details are available at:
https://www.sts.org/sites/default/files/ACSD%20NQ
F-Endorsed%20Measures%204.20.2%2008122021.pdf

https://www.sts.org/sites/default/files/ACSD%20NQF-Endorsed%20Measures%204.20.2%2008122021.pdf
https://www.sts.org/sites/default/files/ACSD%20NQF-Endorsed%20Measures%204.20.2%2008122021.pdf


Community Page

Minimum Data Thresholds by Procedure ID

CABG 50

AVR/AVR + CABG 10

MVRR 36

MVRR + CABG 25

MultiValve/MultiValve 
+ CABG

No minimum data 
thresholds

Multiprocedural 100 across all 
procedure IDs



Community Page



Community Page

Number of Cases Still in Hospital
• Please check to make sure that these are 

correct numbers
• Cases still in hospital are not analyzed







Once you enter the Missing Variable Report, you 
will be able to select the date parameters

The Missing Variable Report will generate and 
display the variables for the respective reporting 
period 

Missing Variable Summary



Missing Variable Summary



Missing Variable Summary Missing Variable Summary Columns
 
• Shortname – Short name description for the data 

variable
 
• Name – Full field name description for data variable

•  Missing % – Indicates the percentage of missing data 
for the identified fields that will require further 
review

• N – The number of records with this item missing / 
the number of records for which a value is expected 

• Report Indicators  - The below data variables are used 
in reports, mortality calculations, and/or risk models 
and will display an assigned bracketed number after 
the field name on the report. 

• Risk Adjustment Model [2] 
• National Quality Forum [3] 
• ProcId [4]











Exporting the Missing Variable Report

There are 2 options for Export – Excel or PDF



Data Manager Training Webinars 

Session 1 – Tuesday Feb 25th at 12 pm CST – ACSD Educational Resources and Navigation of the 
STS Website (1.5 hr) 

Session 2 – Tuesday March 4th at 12 pm CST - Overview of Data Specs, Software Specs, Risk Model 
Variables (2 hr)

Session 3 – Tuesday March 11th at 12 pm CST - Case Inclusion and Choosing the Index Procedure, 
PROC ID chart (1.5 hr)

Session 4 – Thursday March 20th at 12 pm CST - Harvesting your Data and the DQR report (1.5 hr)

Session 5 – Tuesday March 25th at 12 pm CST - National Report Overview and Process / Outcome 
Measures (1.5 hr)
 
Session 6 – Tuesday April 1st at 12 pm CST - Updating site forms, STS Helpdesk, and RedCap forms 
(1.5 hr)

Session 7 – Tuesday April 8th at 12 pm CST - IQVIA Reporting Overview (1.5 hr)
•
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